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COMMENTS OF TELESAT CANADA

1. Telesat Canada ("Telesat"), a Canadian-licensed fixed satellite service provider, hereby

submits the following comments in response to the Further Notice ofProposed Rulemaking

("FNPRM") released by the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC" or the

"Commission") on 8 December 2000 in the above captioned proceeding. Telesat's comments are

restricted to one issue, that being the proposed conditional licensing of U.S. terrestrial fixed

Multichannel Video Distribution and Data Service ("MVDDS") systems within fifty-six km, or

thirty-five miles, ofthe Canadian border.

2. The Commission addresses this licensing issue at paragraphs 309 and 310 ofthe FNPRM

as follows:

309. Section 2.301 ofour Rules requires stations using radio
frequencies to identify their transmissions with a view to eliminate harmful
interference and generally enforce applicable radio treaties, conventions,
regulations, arrangements, and agreements. At this time, international
coordination between and among the United States, Mexico and Canada
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concerning the reallocation of this spectrum is not complete. We propose to adopt
certain interim requirements for terrestrial licenses along these borders, and
provide that these licensees will be subject to the provisions contained within
future agreements between and among the three countries.

310. We propose to grant conditional, licenses to United States
MVDDS systems within fifty-six krn (thirty-five miles) of the Canadian and
Mexican borders, until final international agreements are signed. These systems
may not cause harmful interference to stations in Canada or Mexico. In addition,
we note that further modification may be necessary in order to comply with future
agreements with Canada and Mexico regarding the use of this band. We seek
comments on this proposal. [footnote citation omitted]

3. As noted in the above FNPRM quotation, the international coordination between and

among the US., Canada and Mexico for reallocating this particular band of spectrum is not

complete. Moreover, it has not been demonstrated that it is possible for US. MVDDS licensees

to operate within 56 km of the Canadian or Mexican borders without causing harmful

interference in these other countries. Telesat is particularly concerned that the operation of

MVDDS transmitters within this distance from the Canadian border will cause interference into

the Broadcast Satellite Service ("BSS") currently being provided by Te1esat within Canada.

4. Accordingly, until such time as it has been conclusively demonstrated that MVDDS

transmitters operating within 56 km of the U.S. border with Canada and Mexico will not cause

harmful interference with any radio frequency systems licensed and operating within these

neighboring countries, and until such time as the United States, Canada and Mexico have

concluded final international coordination agreements for services in this band, it would not be

appropriate for the Commission to license any US. MVDDS systems within this close proximity

to these international borders.

5. In the spirit of international cooperation and in recognition of the need to consider

possible extra-territorial impacts of domestic radio frequency polices, Telesat therefore urges the

Commission to abandon its proposal to grant conditional licenses to U.S. MVDDS systems

within this distance from the Canadian and Mexican borders, and instead decide to forego

granting any licenses within this close proximity to these international borders until international

coordination agreements involving this frequency band have been signed by the three
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administrations. In the interim, Telesat will work closely with Industry Canada in support of

these coordination discussions.

All ofwhich is respectfully submitted this 12 th day of March 2001.

Vice President, Corporate Development
Telesat Canada
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